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SUBJECT: BRIEFING OF ACTING FOREIGN MINISTER ON PRESIDENT 
CARTER'S MEETING WITH SYRIAN PRESIDENT ASAD 
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REF: SECTO 4023 

1 . IN THE ABSENCE OE EONMIN SHAIKH SABAH AL- AHMED WHO EX- 
TENDED HIS TOUR TO THE FAR EAST WITH AN UNSCHEDULED VISIT TO 
ISLAMABAD, I BRIEEED ACTING FONMIN AND MINISTER OE STATE 
EOR CABINET AEFAIRS ABDUL- AZIZ HUSAIN MAY 16 ON 
PRESIDENT CARTER'S MEETING WITH PRESIDENT ASAD ALONG 
LINES REETEL. 

2. THIS WAS SECOND BRIEFING ON MEETING FOR MINISTER 
HUSAIN SINCE SYRIAN DEPUTY PRIMIN/EONMIN ABDUL HALIM 
KHADDAM HAD PAID A PLYING VISIT TO KUWAIT MARCH 15 EOR 
THE SAME PURPOSE. HUSAIN SAID THAT KHADDAM HAD MENTIONED 
THE SAME POINTS CONTAINED IN MY BRIEPING. IN ADDITION, 

HE HAD STRESSED THE QUESTION OP PALESTINIAN REPUGEES 
LOCATED IN OTHER ARAB COUNTRIES BESIDES LEBANON. 

SYRIAN VIEW WAS THAT ANY PALESTINIAN SETTLEMENT WITHOUT 
A CLEAR POLICY ON THIS MATTER WOULD BE INCOMPLETE. 

THESE PALESTINIANS PRESENTLY LIVING IN OTHER 
COUNTRIES MUST KNOW WHAT THE POSSIBILITIES EOR THEIR 
PUTURE ARE. IN SYRIA'S VIEW, THEY SHOULD BE GIVEN THE 
OPPORTUNITY TO RETURN TO THEIR HOMES, ALTHOUGH THE 
ALTERNATIVE OP COMPENSATION EOR THEIR LOSS COULD ALSO 
BE CONSIDERED. HUSAIN ALSO CONFIRMED THAT KHADDAM MADE 
ONE POINT WHICH HAD NOT BEEN CONTAINED IN MY BRIEFING 
NAMELY, THAT ANY PALESTINIAN SOLUTION SHOULD NOT BE 
AT THE EXPENSE OF JORDAN. HE HAD CONPIRMED ASAD'S POINT 
CONTAINED REETEL THAT RELATIONS BETWEEN A PALESTINIAN 
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ENTITY AND JORDAN SHOULD BE PORMULATED BETWEEN THE TWO 
STATES. 

3. KHADDAM HAD TOLD THE AMIR THAT ASAD INPORMED PRESIDENT 
CARTER OP AGREEMENT AMONG ALL ARABS THAT THE PLO SHOULD 
BE PRESENT AT A GENEVA CONFERENCE. HOWEVER, IT WAS NOT 
YET DECIDED WHETHER THEY SHOULD ATTEND AS AN INDEPENDENT 
DELEGATION OR AS PART OP A UNIFIED ARAB DELEGATION. 

SYRIA DOES NOT OBJECT TO A SINGLE UNIPIED ARAB DELEGATION, 

BUT KHADDAM NOTED THAT THE PALESTINIANS WANT TO BE 
INVITED INDEPENDENTLY. HUSAIN COMMENTED THAT KUWAIT'S 
POLICY IS THAT THE DECISION OP WHETHER TO JOIN A UNIPIED 
ARAB DELEGATION SHOULD BE LEPT TO THE PALESTINIANS THEMSELVES. 
KUWAIT WAS NOT OPPOSED TO THE ORGANIZATION OP THE ARAB 
SIDE INTO A SINGLE DELEGATION. 

4. DURING DISCUSSIONS ON POSSIBLE ROLE EOR UNITED NATIONS 
OBSERVERS, THE AMIR HAD ASKED KHADDAM WHETHER SYRIA 
HAD ANY SPECIPIC PREPERENCE AS TO THE NATIONALITIES 
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WHICH WOULD COMPRISE THE UN EORCES. KHADDAM REPLIED THAT 
THIS DECISION COULD BE LEET TO THE SECURITY COUNCIL. 

INSOEAR AS THE QUESTION OE INSTALLATION OE SECURITY POSTS, 
SUCH AS THOSE IN THE SINAI, ASAD TOLD PRESIDENT CARTER THAT 
THESE WOULD NOT BE USEEUL IN THE GOLAN AREA BECAUSE IT IS SO 
SMALL-ONLY 60 KILOMETERS EROM THE BORDER TO DAMASCUS. 

THE PRESENCE OE UN OBSERVER EORCES IN THE DEMILITARIZED 
ZONES ON BOTH SIDES OE THE SYRIAN/ISRAELI BORDER WOULD 
BE SUFEICIENT WITHOUT THE INSTALLATION OE ANY SPECIAL 
TECHNICAL DEVICES. 

5. HUSAIN REPORTED THAT HE WAS OPTIMISTIC THAT THE 
GENEVA CONFERENCE COULD BE STARTED IN 1977, ALTHOUGH HE 
RECOGNZIZED THAT QUITE A LONG TIME WOULD BE NECESSARY TO 
REACH ITS FINAL RESULTS. 
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